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I am writing to inform you that I am very
implementation of the proposed CAPS system.
undermines the privacy rights of United States citizens, as well as
infringes upon the Constitutional right to protection against unlawful
search and seizure.

I would gladly support a system that unobtrusively "scans" luggage or
people
for evidence of threats, such as X-ray or other sensors that search for
bomb
material or weapons, as long as such a system searched every person or
every
piece of luggage.

However, I feel that the CAPS system violates our privacy. It takes
private, personal information about a person, such as their travel history
or payment methods, and uses it to make statistical or algorithmic
decisions
on a "threat factor,"
to appeal for relief.

without the benefit of human judgement or the ability
For example, imagine an honest, lawful 30 year old

Libyan male who visits his family twice a year and pays cash since he
doesn't have a credit card. How would you protect him from being flagged '
every single time he boards a plane? Would a consecutive number (say
three)
of )'clean" searches mean he was considered by CAPS to be OK, and therefore
no longer flagged in the future? I doubt it - my impression is that the
W Y
would be searched virtually every time he flys anywhere, and despite the
assurances of CAPS proponents, it is very definitely discriminatory to his
race/national origin, sex, and age.

I also have heard stories about people having their luggage searched in
public by airport personnel. A person's belongings can be safe and lawful,
while still containing private, personal, and potentially embarrasing
contents. Think about the people who may carry things such as adult
bladder
control undergarments, reading materials on overcoming alcoholism,
well-known prescription drugs such as AZT or Viagra, etc. Without having
any evidence of a person's wrongdoing (and, in fact, by random selection in
some cases), these people may have personal, private details of their life
made public to everyone standing in line behind them.

I think the CAPS proposal is wrong, and I fear for what it would do to
undermine the privacy rights of myself, my family, friends, and others.
Please stop this before it becomes too late!

Thank you,
Andy Neville
andy@previewsystems.com
(503) 525-6831

Andy Neville, Chief Product Engineer
Preview Systems Inc.
1000 SW Broadway, Suite 1850
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